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WEATHER

Week Ending 5/31/81

Isolated thunderstorms occurred over

much of the State with amounts varying

from a trace to over an inch. The most

activity was in the southwest and south

central sections of Nebraska. Tempera-

tures were near normal.

GENERAL

Row crop planting made good progress

last week as drier conditions prevailed

in most areas. A nLmtber of corn fields

are still left to be planted in southwest-

ern counties due to precipitation almost

two times normal. Cultivation was begin-

ning in early planted corn fields with

conditions allowing 5.3 days for fieldwork

during the week.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 16%

short, 69% adequate and 15% surplus. Sub-

soil supplies were 59% short, 40% adequate

and 1% surplus. A year ago, topsoil mois-

ture supplies rated 46% short, 52% ade-

quate and 2% surplus. Subsoil supplies

were 14% short and 86% adequate.
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had emerged, behind 45% last year and 35%

normal. The first chinch bug hatch was

underway in a number of areas.

Soybean planting was 60% complete,

same as normal but behind the 75% progress

of a year ago. Emergence was 25% complete

compared to 40% last year and 30% normal.

Bean leaf beetles were causing concerns in

some eastern fields as the young crop

emerged.

Winter wheat condition rated 24% poor,

54% fair, 16% good and 6% excellent. This

contrasts a year ago when two-thirds of the

crop rated in good to excellent condition.

The combined effects of weather and insects

have left wheat in the southeast in the

poorest condition statewide. Heading was

90% complete, ahead of 65% last year and

55% normal. A limited number of scattered

fields were showing signs of turning.

The first cutting of alfalfa was 30%

harvested with over two-thirds of the

acreage harvested in the southeast. This

state progress compares to 20% last year

and 25% normal.

Dry bean field preparation as well as

some planting activity was underway in

western counties. Sugar beet condition

was reported as excellent with thinnlng

still active in some areas.

Corn planting neared 95% completion,

same as normal but slightly behind last

year's 98%. Seventy percent of the crop

had emerged compared to 85% last year and

75% normal. Crusting of soils has been

a concern with many producers using rotary

hoes to break the soil and allow seedlings

to emerge.

Sorghum planting moved ahead to 55%

complete compared to 80% last year and 65%

normal. Twenty-five percent of the crop

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

short to adequate with northeastern and

southeastern counties showing the greatest

deficit. Recent moisture has been very

beneficial to pastures and range grasses.

Nay and forage supplies were short in some

northern counties causing continued uneasi-

ness among cattle producers. Statewide,

livestock gains continue near normal.

Precipitation, April 4 - May 29, 1981

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ............ i0 .30 .00 .i0 .20

Total since April 4 ....... 5.40 4.80 2.90 6.80 5.80

Normal since April 1 ...... 4.63 5.04 5.94 5.48 6.17

SW SC SE

.70 1.00 .30

8.30 7.10 6.40

4.73 5.54 6.49
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